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The various tiara shapes worn by ‘eastern’ rulers have long been dis- 
cussed and classified by scholars.! The focus of this study will be the 
Armenian tiara which is of a particular variety having distinctive pointed 
spikes on top and lappets covering the neck and ears (figure 1). That this 
particular type was distinctly Armenian is not debatable as ample coins 
provide proof of their attribution and connection to ancient Armenian 
dynasties (figures 2-3). However, what remains uncertain is the precise 
three dimensional shape of the tiara. 

For the purposes of this paper, the tiara of the Artaxiads (2"' c. BC — 
early 1* c. AD) will be taken as a case study, whereby two shapes have been 
proposed: ‘cylindrical’ and ‘prismatic’ (figure 4). Modern consensus favors 
the cylindrical shape as this emulates the classic medieval European crown 
(figure 5) or the radiate crown? worn by rulers in the Graeco-Roman world 
(figure 6). However, the prismatic shape, although unusual in form (by 
modern standards) seems to be an equal, if not more convincing, contender. 
The numerous coins in existence, although contemporary primary sources, 
cannot answer this question as they merely present a two-dimensional pro- 
file depiction only (see figures 2). Epigraphic evidence is also lacking; thus, 
what is needed is primary sources in three-dimensional form, 1.e., sculpture. 

Unfortunately, there are no known extant statues that can be attributed 
with certainty to the Artaxiads, but comparative material is available from 
the neighboring kingdom of Commagene. The monumental mausoleum 


' Young 1964; Calmeyer; Nercessian 2000; Der Ghevontian 1991; Grabowski 2011; 
Zardarian 2001. 

* Due to the lack of a better term ‘prismatic’ is used here since there does not seem to 
be a specific geometric name for the particular shape under discussion. 

3 The spikes are understood to emanate the rays of the sun and therefore are associated 
with the cult of the sun-god (Sol, Helios, etc.) 
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of Antiochus I of Commagene, a member of the royal Armenian dynasty, 
on Mount Nimrud provides irrefutable evidence for the existence of the 
prismatic shape of the Armenian tiara (figures 7-8).* This similarity is also 
evident from the coins which depict Antiochus wearing an identical tiara 
to that of Tigranes (including the decoration on the side depicting two 
eagles flanking a star) (figure 9). Based on the sculpture, it is clear that 
the tiara, although cylindrical at the bottom, terminated in a ‘razor-edge’ 
shape at the top. This prismatic shape is also evident, although to a lesser 
extent, on a high relief rock carving of the same king (figure 10). Simi- 
larly, a smaller sculpture of the head of Antiochus I, now in possession 
of the Archaeological Museum at Gaziantep, displays a prismatic tiara 
(figure 11). In addition, a small statuette dated to the 1* century BCE 
excavated in Shirak, possibly of an Artaxiad ruler, again seems to display 
a prismatic tiara (figure 12). 

Yet another evidence for the prismatic shape comes from a rare coin 
type which depicts the tiara from the front (figure 13).° But this is where 
the argument becomes complicated, since a second variety of the same 
coin type, again depicting the tiara from the front, represents it in the 
cylindrical form (figures 14-15).° Interestingly, this shape can also be veri- 
fied, to a lesser degree, through sculptures as well, as attested by several 
ancient statues excavated in Armenia possibly representing nobility wea- 
ring headgear resembling cylindrical tiaras (figures 16-17).’ Other statues 
of the same period display a large variety of headdresses, including a 
prismatic headdress (figure 18). 

To conclude, although it seems that representations of the cylindri- 
cal form of the Armenian tiara is the favored shape in modern times 
(figures 19-22), the prismatic shape, which indeed did exist and was contem- 
poraneous with the Artaxiads, has lost favor over time. The present article 
has clearly shown that the ancient contemporary sculptural and numisma- 
tic evidence attests for the existence of the prismatic shape of the royal 
Armenian tiara. However, the evidence further indicates, although to a 
lesser degree, the existence of a cylindrical tiara, opening up the possibi- 
lity for the parallel usage of differently shaped royal headdresses. It may 


4 For Antiochus’ Armenian lineage see Toumanoff 1963, 281-283; Young 1964, 29-30; 
Chahin 1987, 218; Brijder et al. 2014, 63-66. 

5 RPC I no. 3629, didrachm. The reverse depicts Germanicus crowning king Artaxias 
(Zeno) of Armenia in AD 18, an event also mentioned by Tacitus (Annales 2.56). 

© RPC I no. 3630, drachm. 

7 The bust is commonly attributed to the 1‘ c. BC, but 8" and 9" centuries BC have 
also been proposed. 


THE SHAPE OF THE ARMENIAN TIARA 227 


be the case that these different shapes represented a hierarchy of ranks 
(for example, prismatic tiara for kings and cylindrical for princes), or 
that different shapes and decorations were favored by different monarchs,’ 
or perhaps that one shape replaced the other, thus creating confusion in 
ancient depictions of the tiara.” The reasons are potentially limitless, but it 
would be pure speculation if an answer to this question was proposed here 
without further epigraphic, numismatic or sculptural evidence coming to 
light. Although the current article does not provide a definite answer regar- 
ding the true shape of the Armenian royal tiara, it has attempted to shed 
much needed light on the subject, in particular the often overlooked, and 
most plausible, prismatic shape of the ancient Armenian royal tiara. 


8 See Bedoukian 1978 for variations. 
” As the case for the coins of Germanicus crowing Artaxias. 
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Illustration of an Armenian tiara (Courtesy of E. Kazarian) 





Fig. 2. 
Tetradrachm of Tigranes the Great (Classical Numismatic Group, Triton XIV) 





Fig. 3. 
Drachm of Artavasdes II of Armenia (Classical Numismatic Group, Auction 85, Lot 30) 
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Fig. 4. 
Illustration of cylindrical (left) and prismatic (right) Armenian tiara 
(Courtesy of E. Kazarian) 





Fig. 5. 
Illustration of Medieval crown (Courtesy of E. Kazarian) 





Fig. 6. 
Commemorative gold coin of Ptolemy II, wearing a radiate crown 
(Classical Numismatic Group, Triton XI, Lot 340) 
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Fig. 7. 
Bust of Antiochos I of Commagene wearing an Armenian Tiara, Nemrud Dagh 
(Courtesy of Aawa Schmith) 





Fig. 8. 
Different views of the statue of Antiochus I at Nemrud Dagh (Courtesy of E. Kazarian) 





Fig. 9. 
Observe of bronze coin of Antiochus I 


THE SHAPE OF THE ARMENIAN TIARA 231 





Fig. 10. 
Stone relief of Antiochus I, Nemrud Dagh 





Fig. 11. 
Small statue of Antiochus I photographed from different angles Nemrud Dagh 
(Courtesy of E. Kazarian) 
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Fig. 12. 
Statue of a nobleman wearing a tiara 
(excavated from Shirak, Armenia) 





Fig. 13. 
Diadrachm depicting the crowning of 
Artaxias King of Armenia 


(Roman Provencial Coinage, vol. I, 
n. 3629) 
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Fig. 14. 
Drachm depicting Germanicus crowning Artaxias 
(Roman Provencial Coinage, vol. I, n. 3629) 





Fig. 15. 
Illustration of a coin depicting Germanicus crowning Artaxias 
(S.W. Stevenson et al. A Dictionary of Roman Coins, Republican and Imperial, 
London, G. Bell and Sons, 1889, p. 690) 
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Fig. 16. 
Bust wearing Armenian tiara, dated to 1‘ c. BCE or 9-8" c. BCE, Dvin, Sardarapat 
Museum (Photo Dickran Kouymjian) 





Fig. 17. 
Bust wearing tiara found in Armenia, 9""-8" c. BCE 
(History Museum of Armenia) 
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Fig. 18. 

Stone Statues found from 
Armenia, 9*-8* c. BCE 
(History Museum of 
Armenia) 
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Fig. 19. l . 
Synthesis of Artaxiad Tiaras Le 


(H. Der Ghevontian, Artaxiad Dynasty 
Tiaras and their Origins, Vienna, e 
: : i Mi- [a bot positions the samber of Che ports 
Mekhitarian Press, 1991) mek he considered thy szam: eighe 
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Tigranes || of Armenia 


Fig. 20. 
Illustrations of Armenian Kings (B. Fenerci, From East to West, 
Exhibition of Armenian Historical Postcards, 1897-1920). 





Fig. 21. 
Modern Sculpture of Tigranes the Great 
(A. Gogchyan) 
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Fig. 22. 
Commemorative gold coin of Tigranes the Great 
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